of the chief psychological phenomena, which interests through its close affinity to a fundamental characteristic of our own female sex, is the maternal instinct. Much has been written in praise of the affection which mothers tend to show towards their offspring : still more has been said of those in whom this attitude seems wanting. In the existing condition of civilisation moral judgment has come to regard its absence as something abnormal and unnatural. But the maternal instinct is probably one of the few fundamental characteristics of the female element which remains unaltered by lesser environmental changes and still obeys the laws of natural selection. "Whatever else may still be a matter of controversy, so far as concerns the origin of sex, it is generally admitted that the female element is more inert and more receptive than the male. Since the female is, in a way, far more highly specialised for purposes of reproduction, we find that, as we rise in the scale, the interest of the mother in her offspring increases. Such fish, for example, as the salmon, which produces many thousands of eggs, provide for the continuation of their race through their extraordinary fertility. But in birds, the compensation for small production is found in the care with which the young are fed until the time when they can fend for themselves. In mammals the maternal instinct is proportional to the number of offspring. 
